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♦Executive  Committee. 


PURPOSE 


The  National  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Colored  People  seeks  to  uplift  the 
colored  men  and  women  of  this  country  by 
securing  to  them  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
rights  as  citizens,  justice  in  all  courts,  and 
equality  of  opportunity  everywhere.  It  favors, 
and  aims  to  aid,  every  kind  of  education  among 
them  save  that  which  teaches  special  privilege 
or  prerogative,  class  or  caste.  It  recognizes 
the  national  character  of  the  Negro  problem 
and  no  sectionalism.  It  believes  in  the  up¬ 
holding  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  its  amendments,  in  the  spirit  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  It  upholds  the  doctrine  of  “all  men 
up  and  no  man  down.”  It  abhors  Negro 
crime,  but  still  more  the  conditions  which 
breed  crime,  and  most  of  all  the  crimes  com¬ 
mitted  by  mobs  in  the  mockery  of  the  law,  or 
by  individuals  in  the  name  of  the  law. 

It  believes  that  the  scientific  truths  of  the 
Negro  problem  must  be  available  before  the 
country  can  see  its  way  wholly  clear  to  right 
existing  wrongs.  It  has  no  other  belief  than 
that  the  best  way  to  uplift  the  colored  man  is 
the  best  way  to  aid  the  white  man  to  peace  and 
social  content ;  it  has  no  other  desire  than  exact 
justice,  and  no  other  motive  than  patriotism. 


PROGRAM 

To  carry  on  its  work  for  1911,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  plans: 

1 .  To  begin  immediately  a  scientific  study  of  Negro 

schools. 

2.  To  organize  a  Legal  Redress  Committee  of  na¬ 

tional  scope,  whose  work  shall  be  dealing 
with  injustice  in  the  courts  as  it  affects  the 
Negro. 

3.  To  establish  a  Bureau  of  Information,  by  means 

of  which  the  press,  magazines  or  individuals 
may  be  given  unbiased  information  on  all 
questions  pertaining  to  the  Negro. 

4.  To  publish  The  Crisis,  a  monthly  magazine  de¬ 

voted  to  race  topics.  Also  to  publish  pam¬ 
phlets  dealing  with  questions  related  to  the 
work  of  the  Committee. 

5.  To  hold  mass  meetings,  memorial  exercises,  etc., 

and  place  on  the  platforms  of  other  bodies  of 
thinking  people  speakers  who  are  recognized 
authorities  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  race 
question. 

6.  To  form  local  groups,  to  which  may  be  referred 

questions  of  race  discrimination  or  injustice 
arising  from  race  prejudice,  and  thus  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  ground  for  vigilance  committees. 

7.  To  take  an  active  part  in  the  matter  of  the  re¬ 

apportionment  of  Congressional  Districts  by 
Congress. 

8.  To  form  a  national  committee  for  the  purpose  of 

studying  the  question  of  national  aid  to  edu¬ 
cation. 

9.  To  make  foreign  propaganda,  to  which  end  Mr. 

DuBois,  director  of  publicity  and  research  for 
the  Association,  will  make  a  European  trip 
in  April,  May,  and  June,  culminating  in  the 
Race  Congress  in  London,  of  which  Mr. 
DuBois  is  one  of  the  secretaries. 


POSSIBILITIES 


But  we  recognize  a  hundred  other  methods 
of  activity  and  usefulness  should  we  be  given 
the  means;  such  as  the  widening  of  industrial 
opportunity;  an  appeal  for  Negro  State  Con¬ 
stabularies  for  the  South;  a  crusade  against 
lynching  and  lawlessness;  the  presentation 
everywhere  of  the  facts  of  the  Negro’s  won¬ 
derful  rise  in  45  years  of  freedom  amid  the 
handicaps  under  which  he  labors;  the  setting 
up  of  industrial  standards  for  the  numerous 
Southern  schools  for  the  colored  man  sup¬ 
ported  by  Northern  philanthropists;  the  dis¬ 
continuing  of  needless  schools  and  the  expo¬ 
sure  of  imposters. 

The  Association  would  receive  and  dis¬ 
burse  funds  for  school  purposes;  it  would 
study  the  drift  of  the  Negro  to  the  cities  and 
aid  him  to  purchase  land  to  till  it  free  from 
the  yoke  of  the  landlord,  and  it  would  devote 
itself  particularly  to  the  obnoxious  peonage 
laws  in  the  South  and  to  the  adoption  of  anti¬ 
lynching  laws  in  the  North  as  well  as  the  South. 

A  C  C  OMPLISH  MEN  TS 

It  has  thus  far  accomplished,  while  in  pro¬ 
cess  of  organization,  and  with  the  slenderest 
means,  the  following: 

1.  Two  annual  conferences  have  been  held 
— one  in  May,  1909,  and  one  in  May,  1910, 


at  which  were  discussed,  respectively,  the 
Status  of  the  Negro,  and  Disfranchisement  in 
all  its  aspects.  The  Proceedings  of  these 
conferences  have  been  published  and  are 
being  circulated  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 

2.  A  local  organization  has  been  formed 
in  Chicago,  consisting  of  prominent  publicists 
of  that  city;  and  similar  groups  are  in  process 
of  formation  in  New  York,  Boston,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Washington,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  and 
Baltimore. 

3.  Mass  meetings  have  been  held  in  New 
York,  Chicago,  Buffalo,  and  Cleveland. 

4.  Our  movement  has  been  presented  be¬ 
fore  the  following  National  bodies:  Peace  Con¬ 
ference,  Greenacre,  Me.;  National  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Friends,  Ocean  Grove,  N.  J. ;  Nation¬ 
al  Business  Men’s  League,  New  York  City; 
Elks,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Odd  Fellows,  Bal¬ 
timore,  Md. ;  National  Association  of  Colored 
Women,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Northeastern  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Colored  Women’s  Clubs,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ;  New  York  State  Federation  of  Col¬ 
ored  Women’s  Clubs,  Geneva,  N.  Y. ;  and 
the  National  Independent  Political  League  at 
Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  A  number  of  private  or¬ 
ganizations,  student  bodies,  clubs,  churches, 
etc.,  have  also  been  addressed,  and  arrange¬ 
ments  are  now  under  way  to  have  the  move¬ 
ment  presented  before  the  National  Charities 
Conference,  National  Women’s  Trade  Union 
League,  and  other  bodies.  We  consider  the 


presentation  of  existing  conditions  before 
bodies  of  thinking  people  of  the  greatest  im¬ 
portance. 

5.  We  have  inaugurated  the  publication  of 
The  Crisis,  a  magazine  devoted  to  a  scientific, 
unbiased,  and  fearless  discussion  of  all  matters 
of  race  interest,  and  to  a  record  of  Negro  prog¬ 
ress. 

6.  Our  legal  redress  work  was  inaugurated 
last  summer  by  the  presentation  to  Governor 
Martin  F.  Ansel,  of  South  Carolina,  of  a  peti¬ 
tion  for  pardon  from  the  death  sentence  of  Pink 
Franklin,  a  plantation  hand  who  had  violated 
a  so-called  “agricultural  contract”  (these  con¬ 
tracts  constituting  the  peonage  laws  of  most  of 
the  Southern  states),  and  who  shot  the  con¬ 
stable  sent  to  arrest  him  two  months  after  the 
offense  was  committed.  This  constable,  H.  H. 
Valentine  by  name,  broke  into  Franklin’s  cabin 
at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  with  drawn  pis¬ 
tol,  without  announcing  that  he  was  an  officer 
of  the  law,  and  Franklin  shot  him  in  defense 
of  his  home.  On  January  6th,  1911,  Gover¬ 
nor  Ansel  commuted  Franklin’s  sentence  to  life 
imprisonment,  but  the  Association  will  not  cease 
its  efforts  to  free  Franklin  from  prison. 

We  have  given  publicity  to  and  assisted  in 
the  hard  fight  for  life  made  by  Steve  Greene, 
an  Arkansas  Negro  who,  after  almost  incredible 
hardships,  succeeded  in  escaping  capture  for 
shooting  his  former  employer,  after  that  em¬ 
ployer  had  three  times  shot  him,  the  only  rea- 


son  for  the  attack  being  that  Greene  had  re¬ 
fused  to  renew  his  lease  at  an  advance  of  al¬ 
most  1 00  per  cent  in  rent. 

Both  the  Franklin  and  Greene  cases  are 
typical  of  the  persecution  to  which  Negroes  are 
subjected  by  a  certain  type  of  landlord. 

We  have  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  League  for  the  Protection  of  Colored 
Women  certain  conditions  in  the  New  York 
Courts  affecting  colored  women,  and.  now  have 
this  matter  under  observation  by  our  Com¬ 
mittee. 

In  the  case  of  Thomas  Williams,  the  As- 
bury  Park  Negro  accused  of  murdering  a  white 
child,  we  found  that  although  not  the  slightest 
evidence  of  guilt  had  been  found  against  him, 
and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  coroner’s  jury 
failed  to  hold  him,  he  was  kept  in  jail  and  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  third  degree.  “They  did  every¬ 
thing  to  me  but  electrocute  me,”  he  told  the 
lawyer  sent  by  the  Association — the  first  man 
who  had  been  to  see  him  in  weeks,  except  those 
who  came  to  “question”  him.  The  Associa¬ 
tion  was  able,  through  habeas  corpus  proceed¬ 
ings,  to  have  Williams  legally  cleared  of  the 
charge  of  murder,  receiving  Judge  Voorhees’ 
congratulations  on  the  work  it  was  doing  in  ac¬ 
quainting  the  ignorant  and  helpless  with  their 
rights  under  the  law. 

7.  At  a  lecture-recital  given  in  the  Berkeley 
Theatre  on  December  7th,  under  the  patronage 
of  a  number  of  distinguished  New  York 


women,  Mrs.  Mary  Church  Terrell  and  Mad¬ 
ame  Azalea  Hackley  presented  the  cause  of 
the  Negro  woman,  telling  of  the  economic  pro¬ 
gress  she  has  made  since  emancipation.  Efforts 
are  now  being  made  to  have  this  address  re¬ 
peated  before  representative  organizations  in 
various  sections  of  the  country. 

8.  We  have  been  in  correspondence  with 
hundreds  of  individuals  all  over  the  country, 
and  also  with  student  bodies,  clubs,  etc.,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  race  matters. 

9.  We  have  encouraged  among  our  mem¬ 
bers  the  practice  of  writing  letters  to  the  press 
and  magazines,  in  regard  to  any  and  all  mat¬ 
ters  where  the  rights  of  the  colored  people  were 
at  issue,  notably  in  the  Baltimore  segregation 
agitation,  the  issues  of  the  recent  election,  cer¬ 
tain  exceedingly  offensive  magazine  articles,  etc. 

BUDGET 

Our  work  requires  the  following  minimum 
monthly  expenditure: 

Rent  . $46.66 

Salaries  of  Director  of  Publicity  and 
Research,  Secretary,  and  Stenog¬ 
rapher,  . 366.66 

Telephone,  stationery,  postage,  and 

miscellaneous  outlays .  75.00 

Publications  .  50.00 

$538.32 

To  carry  out  the  various  activities  planned 
in  our  program  will,  of  course,  involve  a 
large  additional  outlay. 


MEMBERSHIP  BLANK 


I  desire  to  become  a  member  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 

People,  paying  $ . per  year,  in  accordance 

with  Membership  Schedule  attached. 

(Name)  . 

(Address)  . 

MEMBERSHIP  SCHEDULE 

Life  Members,  paying  $500. 

Donors,  paying  $  1 00  per  year. 

Sustaining  Members,  paying  $25  per  year. 

Contributing  Members,  paying  $10,  $5  or 
$2  per  year. 

Members  will  receive  the  Annual  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Association,  and  are  privileged  to 
attend  all  meetings  and  to  vote  at  all  elections. 

Associate  Members,  paying  $1  per  year. 

Members  in  this  class  have  the  privilege  of 
attending  and  voting  at  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Association. 

Note:  All  memberships,  excepting  the  $1 
and  $2  classes,  are  open  to  churches  and  other 
organizations  wishing  to  become  members  as 
a  body. 


(Kindly  make  checks  payable  to  Walter  E.  Sachs, 
Treasurer.  60  Wall  St.) 


The  following  persons  might  become  interested  in  and 
members  of  the 

National  Association 

for  the 

Advancement  of  Colored  People 

NOTE — Please  help  extend  the  influence  of  the 
ASSOCIATION  by  mailing  this  slip  with  names 
and  addresses  to  Miss  M.  W.  Ovington,  Secretary,  Room 
311,  20  Vesey  Street,  New  York.  Both  men  and  wo¬ 
men  are  eligible  for  membership. 

1 .  Name  .  ... 

Address  . 

2.  Name  . 

Address  . 

3.  Name  . 

Address  . 

4.  Name  . 

Address  . 

5.  Name  . . 

Address  . 

The  above  names  are  suggested  by 
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